
Caley Johnston - Port Captain: 
Coordinates Cruise-ins and maintains the club facilities

How did you become members of Driftwood Yacht Club? Sonya and I 
had bought a ̀ 63 Owens Family Flagship 26' boat. We spent several months 
working on and repairing the boat. One night Sonya ran to the grocery 
store, but I'd forgotten my gate key. I waited outside hoping to open the 
gate from the inside. It started to rain...and then it poured. John Anthony 
saw me sitting in the rain. I told him the story, he chuckled and invited me 
in. He signed me in, bought me a drink and introduced me around. As we 
sat and talked I realized that the yacht club was full of fun loving friendly 
people, not ultra-wealthy, upper crust types we thought it might be. I left 
with a membership form and we were inducted into the club as members in 
April `09. In September we had an accident and sank our boat. Once back 
on dry land our ® rst stop was the club where our new family was painting 
the building.  ! ey brought us in, took care of us, fed us, made sure we had 
a drink and talked about their own experiences with on-the-water mishaps.  
Without them, we may have given up boating altogether.

What is your experience with boating? I have been into boating 20 years 
or more. I grew up all along the Great Lakes and I have owned many boats 
(20 foot or less) over the years. I love to be on the water and love to ® sh"" 

Tell us about your family! My dad was a career military man in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. He started in Search and Rescue on the Labrador He-
licopters and spent the bulk of his service career as a  ̄ight Engineer on the 
C-130 Hercules. We moved around quite a bit when I was growing up and 
I have lived on both coasts and all in between. My mom and dad are now 
retired and living in Ontario, Canada. I have one younger brother who lives 
near them. I moved to California in ̀ 99 to marry the love of my life, Sonya. 
If anyone was worth giving up everything I owned, all my friends and fam-
ily, and my country, she sure was. In ̀ 03 we were blessed by the birth of our 
twin sons Lex and Logan. We also have two dogs Jake and Tanis.  I live and 
work in Livermore California for a company called Lanlogic.

What do you feel the club best provides for you and its members? ! e club 
provides a wonderful and safe environment for socializing. My children 
love coming with us and we have made many new friends. ! e camara-
derie is wonderful and you can always count on someone being there to 
help you with anything from a project around the club, or working on 
your boat. People are real and genuine and make you want to be there 
every day of the week. Or at least every single weekend" 

I have heard, re-
cently, how dif-
ferent the club 
seems to every-
one, that the ac-
tivities seem big-
ger and better. 
We can't scien-
ti® cally measure 
this subjective 
impression, but 
it does seem that 
the club is more 
active and vibrant 
lately. I am reminded that in prior years the club was 
active on a daily basis with gatherings and parties 
and I am glad to hear that this year is the same. 

Please note that our galley o# ers a more compre-
hensive menu than ever before. You can ® nd an 
elaborate selection of options when getting a salad 
at the salad bar; you have a choice every time of ® sh, 
steak, and the dish of the day on Friday night din-
ners ± thanks to Jim and Julia in the galley.

Last week's cruise-in by Diablo and Aahmes Shrine 
had almost seventy people in attendance. Commo-
dores Lee Hollingsworth and Ken Pruitt introduced 
their respective board members and we/ they had 
fun doing ra$  es and giving out prizes. I noticed 
quite a few regular club members in attendance and 
everyone seemed to have a good time. 

Opening Day is coming up on April 3rd and the 
theme is ªBuilding Bridgesº.  I know a few DYC 
boats; although their captains seem to be a bit secre-
tive about their decorations, will be in attendance. It 
is amazing what a little competition will do to some 
people¼ (Just kidding").  We will be host to Sports-
men, Ebony, and Bridge Yacht Clubs for this event 
this year. Talk to the  ̄eet captain if you are interested 
in decorating your boat and celebrating the start of 
boating season. 

Sta#  Commodore Lucy Anthony and Tom Tuck-
er are gathering a curriculum for the clubs young 
boater's course starting in the summer¼. and there 
is much, much more planned for the year"

! anks to all that have participated in our club events. 
You get what you put into it" I encourage you to get 
more involved and attend our activities" Keep an eye on 
our website for upcoming events and join in the fun"

Driftwood Yacht Club 

From The Commodore's  Desk
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During Mike and Kathy's `empty nestº years (while 
their kids were away at college), Mike became harbor-
master and they made the move to Driftwood; embark-
ing on a completely new career and lifestyle.  Mike had 
® shed and hunted the delta for years, but his dream of 
`living' the delta has come true. Where did they come 
from?

Mike and Kathy met when they were 18 and Mike 
was at college in Arizona, majoring in engineering. 6 
weeks later, they were engaged and have been married 
for 37 years"  To support his new wife, Mike worked in 
an automobile/boat upholstery shop in Fremont and 
went on to own Dublin Upholstery for 14 years. Kathy 
worked for an insurance broker until they bought the 
upholstery shop, then along side Mike until they had 
their children.  She was a stay at home mom for 7 
years and then began her career in dentistry, where she 
has worked in the same practice in Livermore for 24 
years. 

Mike is a lifelong Cleveland Brown's fan (yes, the only 
NFL team to have never won a Super Bowl) and back 
in the 70's they both became avid Oakland A's fans, 
attending a couple games a week (when you could get 
bleacher tickets for %2).  For several years, they were 
very active square dancers.

In between being soccer coach (Mike) and team mom 
and Girl Scout leader (Kathy), with their young fam-
ily, they began a tradition of annual family camping 
trips to Pinecrest, in the Stanislaus Nat'l forest, which 
they currently continue; now with their grandchildren.  

As their children got older, they took on adult leader-
ship roles with the Masonic youth groups DeMolay, 
Rainbow Girls and Job's Daughters, traveling all over 
the state of California with one or two cars full of kids 
nearly every weekend for 10 years.  ! at's where Mike's 
moniker, Magoo, comes from.  

Mike and Kathy were voted in as, honorary members 
of Driftwood YC soon after their arrival to the marina 
and became full members a couple years later. ! ey also 
 ̄y Aahmes Shrine YC and Diablo YC burgees.  Kathy 
has served on the Driftwood Board of Directors as 
Master At Arms and Secretary, on the bylaws commit-
tee and as parliamentarian for several years and assists 
Patty Grosz with decorations for many club events.  
Mike has served as Port Captain for Driftwood, is a 
Past Commodore two times for Aahmes Shrine Yacht 
Club and he devotes many hours each year to the 
ASYC annual barbeque fundraiser. 

Kathy spends her free time collecting and trying out 
new recipes, entertaining, sewing or reading and of 
course spending as much time as possible with their 
children and grandchildren. Although Mike rarely 
takes a day o#  work, he spends his free time keeping 
up with his best buddy, Jasper, his Golden Retriever, 
® shing, working in his vegetable garden or chasing 
his grandchildren. Currently he is reupholstering and 
tinkering with their newly acquired boat, a 28 ` 1976 
Carver Santa Cruz, named Eau Magoo.  ! ey hope to 
have it ready to cruise out early this season, well stocked 
with their beverages of choice; for Kathy,  ªCaptain 
`n' Cokeº, ªLemon Dropsº or ªRoot Beer Floatsº and 
ªBudº for Mike.  Eau Magoo, this Bud's for you"""

Walk the Docks
with  The Dameron's

Driftwood Harbormaster

Jasper
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You may not realize it, but sometimes the simplest 
ideas make the di# erence between a very bad day on 
the water and a big sigh of relief should you need 
any assistance out there. To introduce my concept of a 
 ̄oat-plan, let me start with a hypothetical situation. 

You and your family are planning a full day of fun on 
the water. Your vessel is running ® ne, all your safety 
gear is aboard and you have plenty of fuel. About 4 
hours into your journey you are in a remote area and 
very few other vessels are on the water today. After 
anchoring for lunch and some ® shing, you try to start 
the engine¼..click, click. ! e battery level shows very 
low and you are now stranded. With a little nervous-
ness, you try calling on VHF channel 9 and 16 to no 
avail. Either your battery is too dead to transmit prop-
erly, or you are too far from another receiving station. 
! e cell phone service here is notoriously weak. You 
realize that you have no way to restart your engine 
with the equipment on board, but all is not lost.

You and your family might have to spend a little ex-
tra un-planned time on the water however, you are 
con® dent that help will be on the way soon. As a safe 
boater, you ® led a Float Plan with a reliable friend 
back home before your voyage began. Sure enough, 
only hours after your  ̄oat plan stated you're ªno later 
thanº return time, a sheri# 's patrol boat cruised into 
the empty remote slough and your bad day on the 
water turned into a sigh of relief.

For about 20 years I was involved with the U. S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Flotilla on Great Salt Lake, Utah. 
In our operations on the 2,000 square mile lake, we 
worked closely with Utah State Parks search and res-
cue personnel both in actual rescue events and with 
the boating public to educate them in safer boating. 
Even though we had only 300 boats on the entire 
lake, I know of 4 times that a simple  ̄oat plan saved 
over a dozen lives. 

A simple  ̄oat plan form should include the fol-
lowing: 1. Name of person in command with phone 
number. 2. Description of vessel including color, bow 
numbers, markings. 3. Names of all person's on board 
with their phone numbers. 4. Description of vessels 
engine (s) including horsepower and fuel capacity. 5. 
Survival equipment on board including anchors and 
drinking water. 6. Description of vessels VHF radio 
and cell phone stations including antennas and call 
sign. 7. Trip expectations including ªLeaving Fromº 

Delta Horizons
by Steve Ingram     

and ªGoing toº destinations. Remember to include 
here your departing and returning time. Very impor-
tant is to include a ªreturn time no later thanº. 8. Oth-
er pertinent information. 9. Description of your auto 
including color, where parked and license number. 
10. Leave a local authority's phone number such as 
the U.S. Coast Guard, Sheri# 's o&  ce, etc. to contact 
if needed. If you cannot think of a friend or family 
member to ® le this with, consider giving it to the har-
bor master, even leaving it on the dashboard of your 
vehicle, so it can be easily read from the outside.

Remember, if your plans change, contact the person 
who holds the plan and let them know of your new 
route, or expected time of return. Always notify this 
same person or entity when you do return safely so that 
no un-necessary search and rescue is put into motion.

Sample Float Plan
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Calendar

April
sunday

sunday

monday

monday

tuesday

tuesday

wednesday

wednesday

thursday

thursday

friday

friday

saturday

saturday

May

Taco Tuesday

Taco Tuesday

Taco Tuesday

Taco Tuesday

Taco Tuesday

Taco Tuesday

Taco Tuesday

Taco Tuesday

Friday Dinner

Friday Dinner

Friday Dinner

Friday Dinner

Friday Dinner

Friday Dinner

Friday Dinner

Sportsman 
Cruise out  

with Rio Vista 
Chili Cook off

Friday Dinner

Board
Meeting

5pm Noelle's 
Mixer

Board
Meeting

General
Meeting

General Meeting

Mother's Day 
Lunch

Sportsman 
Cruise out  

with Rio Vista 
Chili Cook off

Carver 
Cruise-In

Carver 
Cruise-In

Carver 
Cruise-In

Friday Dinner

«Memorial
Day

Marina West Y/C Cruise In

Marina West 
Y/C Cruise In

Gonzales 
Baby Shower

Beatty Party

Babe Ruth
Fundraiser North Bay Y/C Cruise In

North Bay
Y/C Cruise In
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Taco Tuesday - EVERY Tuesday! ~ %8
Chips * Salsa starts at 6pm, at the Bar

April 2, 2010
Lasagna, Vegetables, Salad, Bread * Dessert %10

Options:  N/Y Steak %15. / Fish O Day %12. /Salad Bar %8

April 9, 2010
Prime Rib, Baked Potato, Veggies, Salad, Bread * Dessert %20

Options:  N/Y Steak %15. / Fish O Day %12. /Salad Bar %8

April 16, 2010
Fish * Chips, Vegetables, Salad, Bread * Dessert %10

Options:  N/Y Steak %15. / Fish O Day %12. /Salad Bar %8

April 23, 2010
Tri-Tip,Vegetables, Salad, Bread * Dessert %12

Options:  N/Y Steak %15. / Fish O Day %12. /Salad Bar %8

April 30 - May 2nd
Carver Yacht Club Cruise In ~ Information to come

Be sure to check the menu online for changes and updates"
http://www.dycweb.org

April MenuAdvertisers Wanted

Cruise Out
! ank you to all who joined us at our ® rst 2010 Cruise Out 
to Marina West Yacht Club" Our ® rst cruise out in 2 years"

QUARTERLY  PRICES

 Business Card %25
 1/2 Page %50
 Whole Page %75

DISTRIBUTION

Driftwood Yacht Club members 
* Surrounding Delta Yacht Clubs

 Online @ www.dycweb.org
Printed Copies Mailed * Hand Delivered

If you have ideas for articles that you would like to see
in the Newsletter or Advertisements please contact
editors: Heather * Steve Ingram at 925-252-9300 
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Opening Day
 Boat Parade

Right on cue, the clouds parted the sun came 
out and the wind dropped from 18 knots to 7. 
No, this isn't anything out of the sailor's Bible, 
just the conditions leading up to the 2010 Open-
ing Day on the Delta boat parade from Oakley's 
Driftwood Marina to Antioch's Humphrey's 
Restaurant. 

As new boaters to the area, this boat parade con-
cept is wonderful for us. ! e lighted boat parade 
of 2009 was our ® rst and this our second. Our 63' 
SkipperLiner, `Island Serenade' from Pittsburg 
hosted 35 guests and parade goers all enjoying the 
® ne day and views of the other 9 decorated ves-
sels assembling just east of the Antioch Bridge. 

! e event this year hosted by the Driftwood 
Yacht Club was expertly planned by Driftwood's 
Fleet captain, Lisa Courts and Chris Laurentzen. 

Following the Contra Costa County Sheri# 's 
vessel piloted by Chris Laurentzen, the  ̄eet 

cruised under the bridge at 1300 hours riding 
the outgoing tide to Antioch.  ! e theme mir-
rored the Bay's opening day theme of ªBuild-
ing Bridgesº. Decorated vessels interpreted this 
theme in many ways.  At least two vessels literally 
built 2 x4 bridges out of lumber spanning their 

 ̄ybridges and being supported by ladders. ªCon-
struction workersº wearing hard hats stood by in 
case their creation came tumbling down" Others 
played songs from their outdoor speakers which 
contained every conceivable song with the word 
ªbridgeº" Jim and Cheryl Davi went against the 
tide and used brightly colored Easter Bunnies of 
all shapes and sizes and a big sign reminding us 
that DYC is just a HOP over the bridge" Flags 
 ̄ew from all vessels, some more than others, but 
all coloring the river with thoughts of a great 
boating season" 

Prizes were awarded as follows: 1st place under 
35' ± `Nauti Neaki' owned by Dorothy and Jerry 
Smith. 1st place over 35' ± `Smilin' ! ru' owned 
by Joe Furnare. Best of Show ± `Young E Nu# ' 
owned by 
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Have you seen the beautiful new docks at 
Driftwood Marina? ! ey are the greatest.

! e cruise out to Marina West was a blast 
good weather, good food, and fun, fun.  ! e 
trip up was a smooth trip except for this big 
black boat who I will call the shark as the 
driver of this vessel kept cutting between our 
cruising boats causing rather large wakes, 
once the sharks left it was back to safe cruis-
ing. However upon entering the harbor to 
Tower Park there were large dead trees with 
these huge birds that looked like buzzards 
we felt that we were in a casto#  movie set. 
Have you ever cruised into a new harbor to 
you and the wind and current does not co-
operate. Hello show us your skipper skills. 

Bingo was great and lots of DYC winners. 
! e food was great and best of all our Ju-
lia didn't have to cook. Have you ever had 
breakfast in a bag it was good will have to 
try it at DYC. 

What's it like having an engine die on you 
when you have a draw bridge open for you 
and have tra&  c backed up, not good but 
things got running and made it.

Once again our Fleet did a great job prepar-
ing for another cruise and Marina West will 
be our favorite port of call.

Opening day for DYC, Bridge, Pittsburgh, 
and Sportsman had a nice showing of boats, 
in fact we had more boats than people view-
ing the parade. ! ank you to the couple at the 
Riverview was a beautiful day for boating.

Looking forward to Kentucky Derby day at 
DYC just one of the many events coming up.  

Junior Skipper classes will start at DYC ! e 
last weekend in April. ! is class will be of-
fered for 1 semester for ages from 7 to 18. 
Watch the web site for futhur details

See you walking the docks. ºDon't postpone 
what you need to do today until tomorrow. 
You can't postpone the inevitable. Success is 
created one thought, one word and one ac-
tion at a time.º

Walk the  Docks
 with Lucy Anthony
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6346 Bridgehead Road
Oakley, CA 94561
6346 Bri63

Driftwood
          Yacht Club 

Advertisers


